Goals of the Mercer Island Library Board
For the Mercer Island Library Renovation Project

This document provides goals for the Mercer Island Library Renovation established and
approved by the Mercer Island Library Board (MILB) on May 18™ 2015. These goals provide
input to KCLS consistent with the Library Services Interlocal Agreement.

In March 2015 KCLS ran an extensive survey seeking Mercer Island preferences for the Library
Renovation. On March 20, KCLS and the MILB convened a Town Hall Forum seeking additional
feedback. Citizen’s responses have been carefully reviewed resulting in revisions to the
previously drafted Mercer Island Library Goals. Several issues have arisen as primary goals
namely;

e Maintain the exterior drive-up book drop

e Maintain the overall look and feel of the Library

e Increase the number of books and material

e Control noise

e Keep the large meeting room in place and make it more flexible, usable space

e Minimize closure time

e More detailed goals are listed below

Robust Community Engagement Process
® Rebuild trust between KCLS and the Mercer Island community

® Develop a process that will facilitate community input throughout design period and during
construction period to extent additional decisions of interest to the community are being
made after design period is completed

® Engage multiple interest groups

e Utilize available communication means
O Displays in library
O KCLS and City email lists
O Outreach to community groups
O Outreach to schools

® Facilitate direct communication between Library Board, the public and architects determine
timeline for input/review/consultation

Retain the Existing Character/Features of the Library

® Traditional “conservative” furnishings

High quality architecture and materials

Existing unique design, warmth and feel including wood features and paint color
Avoid installation of “light colored” fixtures and shelving.

Maintain existing general layout (other areas addressed below):
0 Maintain exterior drive up book drop



Vestibule (large vestibule for noise control, cellphone use, waiting for rides)
Children’s area

Teen area

Adult reading area

Large format books/reading area

Display case

Open area under skylight

Curved wood librarian’s desk, or other design consistent with wall above librarian’s
desk.
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Library Size
® (Capture space to accommodate existing peak demand and future growth
® Consider 2" floor access and space use for offices

Technology

e Computer and work station enhancements
0 Upgraded state-of-the-art computers
0 More electrical outlets throughout library
0 Consider more computer stations

21st century technology that will be flexible and responsive to new technology
“Automated materials-handling system to speed delivery and reduce theft”
Technology to provide receipts for people returning books.

Place the copy machine in a convenient area that also minimizes disruption

Install highest performance wireless internet available, and include wireless (Bluetooth)
connectivity to printers.

Children’s Area

® Maintain one main entrance and emergency use only exit w/alarm available between the
children’s section and the large meeting room.

® Keep computers away from the window and at a table with enough room for an adult to
work with the child at the computer

Consider appropriate # of available computers in the Children’s Area
Create cozy reading “nooks” and/or shared reading spaces or furniture
Keep all the children’s materials inside the children’s area.

Keep the bookcases under the windows and along the meeting room wall at the existing

height

® Keep the bookcases dividing the children’s area from the main library at approximately the
existing height to maintain visibility into the children’s area

® Be mindful of the heights of furniture in Children’s Area (furniture in some newer KCLS

libraries is not good for younger children), taking into consideration variations in ages

served in the Children’s Area.



Teen Needs

Additional study rooms for one-on-one tutoring areas and two-on-one tutoring areas
Group study spaces/tables
Maintain teen area in existing location

Upgrades to meet current codes and building standards

ADA compliant facilities including patron and staff rest rooms
Updated heating and ventilating equipment

Update electrical systems

Investigate need for fire sprinklers (Pros/Cons)

Reduce energy consumption
O LED lighting
O Automatic sensors

Books/Materials

Matching library resources to the demographics of Mercer Island
Access to more books and materials

Expansion of physical, on-site collections
O children
O teens
O adults
O periodicals

Repository for Mercer Island historical materials and archives

Meeting Rooms

Retain at least two meeting rooms
Maintain large meeting room in its current location
Maintain small meeting room in its current location

Improve visibility and accessibility into large meeting room to encourage use by patrons
when not being used for meetings

Maintain existing access to large meeting room to avoid disruption to other library users

Add exterior/interior windows to existing large meeting room and provide window shades
to allow movies and projector presentations.

Additional (group) tables and individual tables/seats in large meeting room

Large meeting room to be large and flexible enough to accommodate the growing number
of children who wish to attend special events.



Create small meeting areas where small groups can work together without bothering other
patrons.

Computer video projectors (possible portable for check-out)

Friends of the Library

Sufficient shelving and storage for Friends of the Library

Display area for pieces of Mercer Island history and other relevant displays of educational
interest.

Construction Basics

Minimize construction waste by not replacing items that still have significant useful life
Minimize library closure time

Non-toxic construction materials

Consider LEED Certification (Pros/Cons)

Operational Needs Not Listed Above

Place the lowest row of books sufficiently high above the floor to allow for convenient
access, except in the children’s and teen areas

® Place large print books where they are conveniently accessible by seniors, or those with
reduced mobility

Other

® Retain drive up book drop.

® Better noise control through design and space use inside the library

® Pave the gravel path that crosses the “hill” between the parking spaces to the south and the
main door.

® Comfortable seating (avoid benches without seat backs)

Consider additional parking areas.



