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Parks & Recreation Department 
Contact Information:
Phone: 206.275.7609
E-mail: miparks@mercergov.org
Web site:  www.miparks.net

Parks & Recreation Offi ces Located 
At Luther Burbank Park Admin. 
Building
2040 84th Ave. SE
Offi ce Hours:  
Mon.- Fri.  8:30am - 5:00pm

Community Center At Mercer View
8236 SE 24th Street
Operating Hours:
Mon. – Fri.      6:30am – 9:00pm
Saturday          8:00am – 10:00pm
Sunday           11:00am – 6:00pm
For rental guidelines and fees go to    
www.mercergov.org/ccmv and select 
“rental information”.

Holiday Offi ce & Facility Closures 
April 4 Easter
May 31  Memorial Day
July 4 Independence Day
July 5 Open for Drop in Play   
 only; 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sept. 6 Labor Day

Inclement Weather Policy 
Mercer Island Parks and Recreation 
classes and programs are cancelled 
when Mercer Island Schools are 
closed due to inclement weather.  
We are open when schools have 
a delayed opening.  If weather 
is questionable, please call 
206.275.7609.  Make-up classes, 
when feasible, will be arranged within 
the session. Please note that refunds 
will not be given.

Room Rentals: If inclement weather 
affects the ability of the Community 
Center to operate properly, and we 
need to cancel a room rental, we will 
contact your rental group and provide 
a partial refund. If your group needs to 
cancel due to inclement weather, the 
cancellation policy will be in effect.

Parks & Recreation Staff
Parks & Recreation Director
Bruce.Fletcher@mercergov.org

Parks Operations Superintendent 
Keith.Kerner@mercergov.org

Recreation Superintendent 
Diane.Mortenson@mercergov.org

Community Center Manager 
Jana.Raasch@mercergov.org

CCMV Operations Supervisor 
Harvey.Barnes@mercergov.org

Sr. Administrative Assistant 
Deborah.Alexander@mercergov.org

Offi ce & Customer Service Coord. 
Yvonne.Defty@mercergov.org

Administrative Assistant 
Eileen.Trifts@mercergov.org

Arts and Events Coordinator 
Amber.Britton@mercergov.org

Recreation Coordinator 
Katie.Borden@mercergov.org

Vol. & Senior Resources Coordinator
Jeannette.Eggebrecht@mercergov.org

Recreation Coordinator 
Ryan.Daly@mercergov.org

Parks Manager 
Aaron.Heyer@mercergov.org

Natural Resources Coordinator 
Paul West.@mercergov.org

Forest Steward 
Alaine.Sommargren@mercergov.org

Trails Specialist 
Justin.Howell@mercergov.org

Park Maintenance, Generalist 
Casey.Troy@mercergov.org

Park Maintenance, Generalist 
Ken.Brooks@mercergov.org

Park Maintenance 
Marilyn Anderson
Jeff Roberts
Brad Johnson
Jason Kintner

Facility Scheduler 
Merrill.Schadt@mercergov.org

Open Space Conservancy Trust
Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday 
of each month at 6:00pm in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 9611 SE 36th St. 
Don Cohen, Chair
Peter Guyer, Vice Chair
Fletch Waller
Rita Moore
Elliot Newman
Tina Lanzinger
Dan Grausz 

City Council
Meetings are held on the 1st & 3rd 
Mondays of each month in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 9611 SE 36th 
Street. Special meetings and study 
sessions begin at 6:00pm with regular 
meetings at 7:00pm.
Jim Pearman, Mayor
El Jahncke, Deputy Mayor
Mike Grady
Dan Grausz
Steve Litzow
Mike Cero
Bruce Bassett

Mercer Island Arts Council
The Arts Council meets on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30pm at 
the Community Center at Mercer View. 
Jane Ditzler, Chair
Helen Martin, Vice Chair
Katalin Pearman
Judith Powers Leithe
Beth Brennen
Kevin Curry
Ellen Hochberg
Fred Poyner
Sara Liberty-Laylin
Pam Rock
Vacancy
Staff Liaisons: Amber Britton & Eileen Trifts

Senior Commission  
The Senior Commission meets on the 
third Tuesday of the month, 7:00pm – 
9:00pm, September to November and 
January to June at the Community Center 
at Mercer View.  Mercer Island residents 
55 or older are eligible to apply to serve 
on the Senior Commission.
Peter Bailey - Chair
Susan Guralnick 
Tom Kenworthy
Eve Green
Lee Vierling
Sid Weiner 
Harriet Weiss

For more information email 
Ali.Spietz@mercergov.org at the City 
Manager’s offi ce.
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Leap for Green Family Fair!!! 
The 3rd Annual Leap for Green Earth Day Celebration 
offers more fun than ever for kids of all ages!  Join the 
Reptile Man, award-winning artist Marita Dingus, Full 
Circle Farm, Veraci Pizza and more for an exciting day of 
hula-hooping, music, art projects, movies and inspiring 
ways to be kinder to the environment. It’s also Leap the 
Frog’s birthday!  Bring the whole family!  Let’s celebrate!  
Participants are encouraged to bring a non-perishable food 
item to donate to the Mercer Island Food Pantry. Sponsored 
by the City of Mercer Island and IslandVision.  For more 
information, please visit www.mercergov.org/leapforgreen

Date:  Saturday, April 24
Time:  10am - 2pm      
Location:  Community Center at Mercer View
Fee:  FREE

Interested in helping with Leap for Green?  Please call 
Joy Johnston at 206.275.7791 or email joy.johnston@
mercergov.org.

YouPowered Events Coming in 2010!
Ride a bike or walk!  Join your friends and neighbors at 
exciting YouPowered events on Mercer Island throughout 
2010:

•  April 24, 10am to 2pm - Leap for Green at the 
Community Center

•  June 5, 10am to 2pm - Festival at the South 
Island Shopping Area (in partnership with National 
Trails Day and MI Letterbox Adventures)

And coming this fall…a special YouPowered event at the 
Mercer Island Farmers Market

Everyone is encouraged to bike or walk to these events. 
There are lots of great biking and walking trails throughout 
Mercer Island.  It’s healthy, refreshing, and a great way to 
explore this wonderful community!

YouPowered events are sponsored by the Mercer Island 
Green Ribbon Commission.  For more information, 
call 206-275-7791 or visit www.mercergov.org/
GreenRibbonCommission.  Don’t miss the fun…and the 
fun getting there powered by you!

Mercer Island Letterbox Adventures 
Letterboxing is a new fun way to explore 
outdoors! This spring, letterboxes will 
be popping up in Pioneer Park, and it’s 
your job to fi nd them! Follow the clues 
through the forest, and make a print of the 
hidden stamps in your notepad. For more 

information, visit www.mercergov.org/letterboxing. Look 
for upcoming letterboxing activities at Leap for Green and 
National Trails Day Event!

Spring Eggs-travaganza!
Lil’ Ones Egg Hunt
Hop on over to Mercerdale Park for the annual Eggs-
travaganza Egg hunt just for the little ones!  Our resident 
bunny has been hard at work putting together eggs, candy, 
and prizes for everyone and plans to make a special visit 
to the egg hunts to say “hello”. Bring a basket and your 
sweet tooth and get ready to hunt for goodies. Find a 
golden egg for an “eggstra” special surprise. A separate 
section will be reserved for the 1 to 3 year old hunters.  
Please, no children over the age of 6.

Ages:  1 – 6 yrs.
Day:  Saturday
Date:  April 3
Time:  3:00pm SHARP!
Location:  Mercerdale Park

Flashlight Egg Hunt
That’s right! This one is done in the dark and was created 
exclusively for older kids!  Bring your fl ashlight and a 
basket to haul off your loot. Lots of eggs, candy and prizes 
for everyone.  Find the golden egg during our Eggs-
travaganza for an “eggstra” special surprise.

Ages:  7 – 10 yrs.
Day:  Saturday
Date:  April 3
Time:  8:30pm SHARP!
Location:  Mercerdale Park

National Trails Day “Trail Trek”- 
Renaissance in the Forest
 In honor of National Trails Day, Pioneer Park will go 
“Medieval” for a special themed trail event.  Activities 
will include a fun Renaissance story along the trail, 
letterboxing adventures kick-off, arts & crafts, Elizabethan 
games, and other Medieval surprises.  Come all ye lads 
and lasses to Trails Day at ye merry Pioneer Park…t’will 
be a grand day indeed.

Ages:   Open to all (activities will be 
geared for ages 4 to 12)           

Day:  Saturday
Date:  June 5
Time:  10:00am - 12:00pm  
Location:  Pioneer Park- NW quadrant along  

68th (picnic area across from QFC-
South end)- watch for colored balloons.
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Aquafi na Major League Baseball Pitch, Hit and 
Run Competition Event
The Parks and Recreation Department and the Boys and 
Girls Club will be hosting Mercer Island’s fi rst Pitch, Hit & 
Run baseball and softball competition for boys and girls.  
Join us for a day of fun festivities!  Swing a bat, toss a 
ball and run as fast as you can!  Concessions and other 
entertainment provided, visit www.miparks.net and go to 
special events for future details or www.positiveplace.org.

Day:  Saturday
Date:  May 8
Time: 11am - 1pm
Age:  7 - 14 yrs.
Location: South Mercer Playfields

Special Instructions:  All participants are required to 
complete a participation form and submit a birth certifi cate.  
Go to www.miparks.net to download form.  Or visit the 
Community Center at Mercer View or Boys and Girls Club.

Senior Spring Brunch and Pancake Toss
Spring Showers Bring May Flowers ….and Pancakes!  
Come celebrate spring with a hearty brunch and Pancake 
Toss.  All your favorites and a special game too. Call 
206.275.7609 to reserve your spot.

Day:   Thursday
Date:   May 13
Time:   10:30am – 12:00pm
Course #   10966
Age:   55+
Fee:   $5.00
Location:   Comm. Ctr., Mercer Room

Mercer Island Farmers Market Returns for a 
3rd Season!

Date: June 20th - October 17th (Plus a 
special pre-Thanksgiving market) 

Day: Sundays 11am – 3pm 
(closed 7/11 and 8/1)

Location: SE 32nd Street at Mercerdale Park
Information: www.mifarmersmarket.org

See Summer Carnival  Pg. 22

Mountains to Sound “Greenway Days 
From the peak of the Cascade Mountains to the shores 
of Puget Sound, communities along I-90 will celebrate 
the beauty and amenities that the Mountains to Sound 
Greenway System provides. Greenway day activities and 
events are designed to get participants off the beaten 
path to explore the region’s natural, historic, and cultural 
treasures.  
    
Events on Mercer Island Include: 
“Let’s Go Fishing” Ages: 8 to 13 (with an adult) and 
includes learning fi shing techniques, tying bait, casting 
etc. Participants enjoy a day of fi shing after instruction and 
take home a small fi shing kit. Pre-registration for fi shing 
program required. (minimum 6, maximum 22)

Date:   June 19 and June 20
Day:  Saturday
Date:  June 19 
Fee:  $22.00 For full details see 

Let’s Go Fishing” page 30!

Kayak Academy and Issaquah Paddle Sports 
present: “Free Kayak Rides for family and 
friends!” 
First timers can paddle in double sit-on-top kayaks (a 
small child can ride with two adults). 
Rides limited to 20 minutes. All participants must 
know how to swim.  Waiver forms required prior to 
participation. For a fun family adventure turn to page 31 
for Kayak Tour info.

Day:  Sunday
Date:  June 20
Time: 1:00-3:00pm
Fee:  FREE

National Senior Citizen’s Day Celebration – FREE!
Enjoy this special day as we celebrate the older citizens 
of M.I.  We’ll have free activities and a BBQ lunch.  
Transportation available.  Call 275.7609 to reserve your 
spot for lunch and request a ride.

Day:   Thursday
Date:   August 19
Time:   10:30am – 1:00pm
Course #:   10966
Age:   55+
Fee:   FREE for Seniors
Location:   Comm. Ctr., Mercer Room

All-Island Track Meet Sponsored by MI Rotary
It’s the 40th Annual All-Island Track Meet for 4th and 5th 
grade boys and girls. Start training for the qualifying meets 
scheduled at each elementary school. Come cheer on our 
local youth. The All-Island Track Meet FINALS will be 
Friday, June 11 at MI High School. (Early dismissal day)
Qualifying Meets:
School: Date: Time: Location:
Lakeridge April 21 3:30pm – 

5:00pm
South Mercer 
Playfi elds

Island Park May 6 3:30pm – 
5:00pm

Island Crest 
Park

West Mercer May 13 3:30pm – 
5:00pm

Homestead 
Park

The Northwest 
Senior Games 
Let the games begin!  
Don’t miss out on this 

event that gives people age 50 and better the opportunity 
to participate in social, competitive and recreational 
athletic events. The goal is to promote an interest in 
lifetime sports, recreation and physical activity that helps 
maintain and improve health. Sports and activities offered:  
Track and Field, Ice Hockey, Swimming, Badminton, Table 
Tennis, Tennis,Pickleball (at the Community Center at 
Mercer View), Cycling (on Mercer Island), Fencing, Half 
Marathon Walk, Line Dance and Ballroom Dance. For 
information or to VOLUNTEER, call 206-755-3588 or go 
online to www.northwestseniorgames.org. Registration 
forms will be available April 15, 2010.  

Teen Music Celebration!
Live on stage in Mercerdale Park local teen bands will 
show off their talent in the Music Celebration, part of the 
Summer Celebration weekend! Bands are judged by 
local talent, and prizes given.  There is an 8 band limit, 
so register early!  Interested bands should call Katie 
Borden at 206-275-7862 for details. 

Age:               High School & Middle School 
                       Students
Day:  Sunday
Date:  July 11
Fee:  FREE!
Location:  Mercerdale Park

Fun Mobile – Recreation on-the-go!  
3 Days a Week in the Parks!
Catch us if you can! We are Fun on the Run bringing 
amazing activities to your neighborhoods, parks, camps 
and beaches.  The Fun Mobile will arrive ready to P-L-A-Y: 
games, activities and wacky relays, you name it!!!  These 
crazy camp crashers will POP in and get you energized 
and PUMPED UP!!  Look for a detailed calendar of when 
and where this Wacky Fun crew will be!  Keep your eyes 
peeled for more information to come.  It’s fun and it’s 
FREE!  www.mifunmobile.com

Deane’s Park Adventure Playground
Come to Deane’s Children’s Park this summer and create 
your own adventure. Thanks to a grant from Mercer Island 
Preschool Association, the playground will be a new 
place for build-it-yourself play. Make a spaceship, a fort or 
anything you can imagine with the help of our Funmobile 
staff. The creations will grow over the summer and be 
available for play between Funmobile sessions. Sessions 
will be open to 7 – 12 yr. olds, and younger children with 
a participating parent. Check out the Funmobile calendar 
to fi nd out when we’re playing. Adventure Play is also 
available for parties. 

Neighborhood Parties!
Have the fun come to you!  Now you can book the 
Funmobile for your neighborhood parties and make 
your event really something to remember.  Why worry 
about how to keep the kids busy when you can have the 
professionals of fun swing in and lead the activities?!?!  
To book your party, give the “Funphone” a call at 
206.793.7185. Limited space available, call early to 
reserve your spot!  
Fee: $50/hr

Outdoor Movies 
Family Films are shown on a giant infl atable screen in 
Mercerdale Park. Participants should bring blankets, lawn 
chairs, and fl ashlights.  Concession treats are sold on 
site. Movies are cancelled during inclement weather. Call 
the Community Center at Mercer View at 206.275.7609 to 
confi rm cancellations on bad weather days.

Day:  Saturday
Dates:  Aug. 14 & Aug. 28
Time:  Dusk (approximate times: 8/14-  

9:00pm, 8/22- 8:30pm)
Location:  Mercerdale Park
Movies:   TBA/Check our website in July
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