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CITY OF MERCER ISLAND 
ORDINANCE NO. 07C-06 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MERCER ISLAND, WASHINGTON 
AMENDING MERCER ISLAND CITY CODE 9.44.010 TITLED “TRAPPING 
AND HUNTING PROHIBITED”. 

 
WHEREAS, (recitals will be inserted at second reading following Council selection of option)  
 
WHEREAS, after considering all public testimony and written comments, the City Council 

adopts the following Ordinance; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MERCER ISLAND, 

WASHINGTON DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1: Amend Chapter 9.44 MICC Miscellaneous Offenses.  Chapter 9.44 covering 
“Miscellaneous Offenses” shall be amended as follows:  

 
Option 2: Defer to State Law: 

  
9.44.010 Trapping and hunting prohibited. 
Unless otherwise authorized pursuant to state law, Iit is unlawful to hunt, trap or capture, or 
attempt to hunt, trap or capture any animal or bird within the city; provided, that this section shall 
not apply to law enforcement officers, or game department personnel while engaged in the 
performance of their official duties; provided further, that this section shall not apply to the 
hunting, trapping or capturing of rats, mice or moles.  

 
 

Option 3:  Provide Exception for Trapping Only Where Property Owner Determines Animal is 
Dangerous or a Pest.   

 
9.44.010 Trapping and hunting prohibited. 
It is unlawful to hunt, trap or capture, or attempt to hunt, trap or capture any animal or bird within 
the city, except where such animal is dangerous to humans, a substantial nuisance or pest, or is 
suffering from serious injury or disease, and except where otherwise authorized pursuant to state 
law; provided, that this section shall not apply to law enforcement officers, or game department 
personnel while engaged in the performance of their official duties; provided further, that this 
section shall not apply to the hunting, trapping or capturing of rats, mice or moles.  

 
 

Option 4: Provide Exception for Trapping Only Where City/State Official Determines Animal is 
Dangerous or a Nuisance. 

 
9.44.010 Trapping and hunting prohibited. 
It is unlawful to hunt, trap or capture, or attempt to hunt, trap or capture any animal or bird within 
the city, except where otherwise authorized pursuant to state law and except where the City Code 
Official has determined after receiving and investigating a written complaint that such animal is 
dangerous to humans, a substantial nuisance or pest, a health hazard, or is suffering from serious 
injury or disease; provided, that this section shall not apply to law enforcement officers, or game 
department personnel while engaged in the performance of their official duties; provided further, 
that this section shall not apply to the hunting, trapping or capturing of rats, mice or moles.  
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For the purposes of this section, “substantial nuisance or a pest” shall mean an animal that is 
doing substantial damage to property, trees, shrubs, lawns, or gardens, or is otherwise a 
substantial nuisance.   

 
Where the City Code Official has determined that an animal may be trapped or captured pursuant 
to this section, he/she may authorize the complaining party to humanely trap, impound and/or 
dispose of the animal, upon review and approval of a satisfactory plan submitted by the 
complaining party to accomplish the trapping, justification for the trapping, the make and model 
of the device to be used, the firm to be contracted with it that option is used, proof of insurability, 
and the proposed means of impound or disposal.   

 
 
Section 2: Severability/Validity.  The provisions of this ordinance are declared separate and severable.  If 

any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion of 
this ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that they would have passed this ordinance and 
each section, paragraph, subsection, clause or phrase thereof irrespective of the fact that any one 
or more sections, paragraphs, clauses or phrases were unconstitutional or invalid. 

 
 
Section 3: Ratification.  Any act consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this 

ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed. 
 
 
Section 4: Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days after its passage and 

publication. 
 
 
PASSED BY the City Council of the City of Mercer Island, Washington at its Regular Meeting on the 9th day 
of July 2007, and signed in authentication of its passage. 
 
        CITY OF MERCER ISLAND 
 
 
        __________________________________ 

R. Bryan Cairns, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Allison Spietz, City Clerk 
 
Approved as To Form: 
 
  
______________________________ 
Bob C. Sterbank, City Attorney 
 
 
Date of Publication:     


























